1 CORINTHIANS 
ChURGH DIsSCIELINE 


THE EPISTLES TO CORINTH 
Altogether Paul wrote four letters to this church: 
(1) the previous letter mentioned in 1 Corinthians 5:9; 

2) 1 Corinthians; 


(2) 
(3) the tearful, severe letter mentioned in 2 Corinthians 2:3-4; and 
(4) 2 Corinthians. 


* 


Only 1 and 2 Corinthians have survived. 


* 


One of the most popular views among scholars is that 2 Cor. 10-13 is actually a part of the "severe 
letter" that was mentioned above. 

* The reason why some scholars adhere to this view is based on the difference between 2 Cor. 1-9 and 
10-13. The first section has a sense of optimism, while the second has one of pessimism. 


* 


Paul is first excited and has "perfect confidence" in them (2 Cor. 7:16), but in 10-13 he says, "For | fear 
that perhaps when | come | may find you not as | wish" (2 Cor. 12:20). 

* Unlike Romans and Colossians, 1 Corinthians is a letter written to people Paul knew well. Paul’s 
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THE EPISTLES TO CORINTH 
* First Corinthians is made up of a series of issues arising from a report delivered to Paul 
from the household of Chloe as well as responses to a letter from the church asking about 
several questions about faith and practice. 
* Paul takes the problems seriously, dealing with them in chapters 1-6. 
* Paul's responses to the questions are covered in chapters 7-16 (“now about the matters 
you wrote about,” 7:1). 
* The epistles follow the classic Pauline letter formula, beginning with 
a. an opening section (1 Cor. 1:1-3; 2 Cor. 1:1-2), 
b. thanksgiving (1 Cor. 1:4-9; 2 Cor. 1:3-11), 
c. body (1 Cor. 1:10-16:18; 2 Cor. 1:12-13:10), and 
d.a closing section (1 Cor. 16:19-24; 2 Cor. 13:11-14). 


CHAPTERS: 16 
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THE CITY OF CORINTH 

* Ancient Corinth was built at the foot of Mount Acrocorinth in southern Greece, 
benefiting also from the natural spring that provided water for the town. 

* The famed Greek city of Corinth, renowned for its artistry in bronze, its wealth, and its 
wanton sexuality, was destroyed in 146 B.C. during a war with Rome. 

* The city was re-founded as a Roman colony in 44 B.C. 

* Corinth was a strategically located Roman city on the main land route between East 
and West and was the crossroads for several sea routes. 

* Corinth was famous for its intellectual and material prosperity and was honored with 
being the capitol of Achaia. 

* It was a place where many cultures and religions mingled. Since it was a Roman 
colony, Roman law and customs were important, particularly among the upper 
classes, but “many ‘gods’ and many ‘lords’ " found a home in Corinth (1_Cor. 8:5). 
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THE CITY OF CORINTH 

* In Paul's day the great Doric-style temple (to Athena or Apollo) from the sixth century B.C. 
remained a central feature in Corinth, and multiple temples to other deities dotted the city. 

* The worship of these gods was fully integrated into governmental affairs, civic festivals, trade 
guilds, and social clubs, and everyday life in general. 

* It also became famous for its corruption. 

* Corinth had a reputation for its depravity, and the temple prostitutes of Aphrodite did not help 
in saving the city's bad name. There was even a Greek word, korinthiazomai (Corinthianize), 
which meant "to practice fornication.” 

* In this sense, Corinth was very much like a modern urban area, containing unending 
opportunities to engage in sinful behavior without any apparent consequences. 

* Such a community clearly had a negative influence on the Corinthian church. 

* Paul's instruction to the believers was not to retreat from their city, but live out their commitment 
to Christ ever more faithfully in the midst of nonbelievers and shine our light into the dark 
places of their world. 
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THE CHURCH AT CORINTH 

* The Church in Corinth was planted on Paul's second missionary journey in AD 50-51 after his visit in Athens 

* Paul stayed with Roman Jews (who were expelled in AD 49 or 50) named Aquila and Priscilla eighteen 
months in Corinth teaching the word of God and working as tent makers (Acts 18:1-3, 11) 

* Paul describes his initial efforts in the city as “in weakness and great fear” (1 Cor 2:3), since he was 
persecuted in Philippi, Thessalonica and nearly so in Berea. 

* Although he faced some opposition from the synagogue, the Lord comforted Paul in a dream, telling him 
there were many in the city who will respond to the Gospel (Acts 18:9-11). 


Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia and joined Paul in Corinth whereupon Paul devoted himself 
full time to the ministry of the word (Acts 18:5) soent 18 months in Corinth he was able to convert several 


* 


influential people 
a second visit (2 Cor. 13:1-2) commonly called the "painful visit" as Paul himself refers to it (2 Cor. 2:1). 
The outcome of this visit was not as Paul had wanted and definitely something that he did not wish to 


* 


* 


experience again. Upon his return to Ephesus, Paul was provoked to write a third letter to the Corinthians. 
This is the so-called "severe letter." He gave the letter to Titus to deliver it to Corinth. Paul's reasoning for 
writing this letter is found in 2 Cor. 2:3-4: 


* 
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1 CORINTHIANS 
___ * First Corinthians is a pastoral letter to a spiritually troubled church. 
_ * The church he had founded so recently (Acts 18:1-17) had already developed deep 
divisions, a situation that required immediate action. 
* Paul received an oral report and a letter from the Corinthian church. 
* These revealed a church struggling with division, immorality, idolatry, abusing the Lord’s 
Supper, spiritual gifts, and confusion about Resurrection. 
* Rather than turn a blind eye toward relational division and all kinds of immorality, he 
addressed the problems head on. 
* The letter is highly relevant today, as it deals with such issues as the relationship between 
Christians and our surrounding pagan culture 
* The apostle expected that Christian people would live according to Christian ideals, or as 


he told them, “You have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” 
(6:20). 
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_ 1 CORINTHIANS 


THE PROBLEMS 

A. DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH 1:10-4:21 

B. LACK OF DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH 5:1-13 
C. LITIGATION IN THE BODY 6:1-8 

D. LACK OF PURITY 6:9-20 


THE TEACHINGS 

A. CONCERNING MARRIAGE 7:1-40 

B. CONCERNING MEAT SACRIFICED TO IDOLS 8:1-11:1 
C. CONCERNING PUBLIC WORSHIP 11:2-14:40 

D. CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION 15:1-58 
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A. DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH 1:10-4:21 | 


- * The Corinthians were fighting each other, with one faction claiming Paul as their 

leader while others claimed the eloquent Apollos, the original apostle Peter (Cephas), 
or the Lord Jesus Christ Himself (1 Co 1:12). 

* Paul had heard that the Corinthian believers had divided into groups and were 
holding up various leaders as being superior to the others. there were those who 
claimed they were superior because they followed Christ or were servants of Christ 
(cf. 2 Cor. 11:23). 

* Paul reprimands them for their immaturity (1 Co 3:3), and points to God as the one 
who deserves glory, not His servants (1 Co 3:5-7). 
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- A. DIVISIONS IN THE CHURCH 1:10-4:21 | 


* 


The specific reason for the divisions was that the Corinthians were placing their faith in — 
the wisdom of men. 

* Paul points out that the wisdom of men is foolishness to God (1:25) and their faith 
should be in the power of God (2:5), not the power of men. 


* 


Paul’s argument is that they have misunderstood the very nature of the gospel. 


* 


In the next three paragraphs he shows them first, that the very idea of a crucified 
Messiah is foolish (1:18-25), second, that God chose them though they did not 
deserve it (1:26-31) and third, look how God used him, Paul, in his weakness (2:1-5) 

* These examples (of watering and sowing 3:6, being God's fellow-workers 3:9, being a 
servant and steward 4:1) that Paul had “figuratively applied” (4:6) to himself and 
Apollos were to make a point: Paul and Apollos were only channels of God. 
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- B. LACK OF DISCIPLINE IN THE CHURCH 5:1-13 


The church was condoning sexual immorality: one man was sleeping with his 
mother-in-law (1 Co 5:1) and others seem to have been seeing prostitutes (1 Co 
6:16-18). 

What was worse is that they had not dealt with the offender (5:1-2). 


In 5:3-8 Paul explains that they need to remove the immoral person from the church 
for discipline because if left in their midst, he would corrupt the rest of the body. 

In a previous letter (5:9) Paul had told them not to associate with immoral people 
and they had obviously misunderstood. 

He was not referring to unbelievers as they would have no witness should they 
isolate themselves (5:10). 
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C. DISPUTES IN THE CHURCH (6:1-8) 


The church was not judging their own based on God's Word; 

rather, they were taking their disputes with other Christians to the secular courts (1 
Co 6:5-7). 

Paul's argument is that since they would some day even judge angels (6:3), they 
ought to be able to settle disoutes among themselves. 
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~ D. LACK OF PURITY 6:9-20 
* Evidently some of the Corinthians were going to prostitutes and they were probably 


appealing their right to do so because of their liberty in Christ, but they had a false 
view of Christian freedom. 


* 


Paul’s response is that their liberty is limited by whether or not it is profitable and 
whether or not it will enslave (vs. 12) 


* 


Paul’s direction: recognize God's authority and glorify Him with the physical body (1 
Co 6:19-20). 

* The Corinthians had written Paul with questions about what they were at liberty to do 
in marriage, divorce, eating and drinking, and the like. 


* 


Paul gives detailed responses on each topic, but sums up the Christian philosophy: 
“whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God.” (1 Co 10:31 
ESV) 
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_ A. CONCERNING MARRIAGE 7:1-40 


cs) 


. Celibacy 7:1-9, 25-40 


some of the Corinthians had ascetic tendencies and thought that celibacy should be 


* 


practiced by believers 

Paul concedes that it is indeed good to be celibate (7:1,6), 

and he wished that all men could have that special gift, as he did (7:7), 
so they could devote fulltime service to God (7:34), 


but it was certainly not the norm and it was certainly not commanded (7:6,25). 


x * %* kK * 


In addition, if one without the gift were to attempt to remain celibate, it might be 
more than they could maintain and it might lead to immorality (7:9). 

* a unilateral decision by one spouse to practice abstinence, is self-centered and not 
done with a view to ministering to the other spouse. 
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A. CONCERNING MARRIAGE 7:1-40 
2. Divorce 7:10-24 
_ * Paul also deals with the situation where a believer is married to an unbeliever. 
_ * itis the Lord's command. God does not want the believer to leave their mate because 
God's will is not divorce. 
* Instead, they should live with them and try to win them over to Christ. 
* Paul adds that whatever circumstance you were in when you became a Christian, remain 
in them. 
* Christianity is not designed to take us out of the world. 
* It is to help us live in it. 
* Though the particulars of the Mosaic law were no longer to define the boundaries for 
God's people (1 Cor. 7:19), the law's underlying theme that God's people were to be “set 


apart”—a people marked off from their culture—remained in place (1 Cor. 5:1-2, 13; 7:19; 
10:1-5). 
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__B. CONCERNING MEAT SACRIFICED TO IDOLS 8:1-11:1 


* Paul then gives his own actions as an example to further his argument: His insistence 
on supporting himself by working while in Corinth demonstrated that although his 
apostleship gave him a position of social prominence, he did not exercise it (9:1-18). 

* They needed to follow Paul's example of humility. Paul also demonstrated the 

principle of love when he became a Jew to the Jews in order to win Jews; and a 

Gentile to the Gentiles in order that he might win Gentiles; and to the weak he 

became weak (9:19-22). 

although it is permissible to eat the meat sacrificed to idols (unless it offends your 


* 


brother), it is not permissible to partake in the religious feasts given in that deity’s 
honor (10:14-22). And he urges them to only partake in those things which edify and 
glorify God (10:23-33). 
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. CONCERNING PUBLIC WORSHIP 11:2-14:40 


+1. The Role of Women 11:2-16 
_ * Because of their new ontological equality in Christ (Gal 3:8) some women were 
forgetting their functionally subjective role to men. 
* They evidently were prophesying or praying and not covering their head which was 


the normal practice of the church (11:16). 


2. The Lord's Supper 11:17-34 
~ * Paul's comment that “one is hungry and another is drunk” in vs. 21. 
* So Paul reminds them of the significance of the Lord’s Supper and the dire 
consequences of participating while out of fellowship (11:30), and he concludes by 
exhorting them to examine their lives for sin (11:28,31) and to partake of the Lord's 


Supper as a unified body as it was designed (11:33). 
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__ C. CONCERNING PUBLIC WORSHIP 11:2-14:40 


3. The Use of Spiritual Gifts 12:1-14:40 
_ * The third area of concern was over their misuse and emphasis on certain spiritual gifts, : 
specifically tongues. 
* Tongues had become the prominent gift and those that were able to speak in tongues 
felt more spiritual than those that could not. 
- * The ultimate criterion of the Spirit's activity is the exaltation of Jesus as Lord. 
_ * Whatever takes away from that, even if they be legitimate expressions of the Spirit, 
begins to move away from Christ to a more pagan fascination with spiritual activity as 
an end in itself. A 
* Paul then shows through an analogy with the human body that all the spiritual gifts are = 
important Paul then shows through an analogy with the human body that all the 
spiritual gifts are important. 
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~~ C€C. CONCERNING PUBLIC WORSHIP 11:2-14:40 
* Central to this section on spiritual gifts and tongues is Paul's discussion of love. 
* Paul’s argument is that although speaking in tongues is good (vs. 5), it only edifies the 
speaker (vs. 4). 
* So Paul would rather that they placed their emphasis on the gift of prophesy which 
edified all present, as it was spoken in the tongue of the listeners (vss. 3-4). 
_ * By way of illustration, Paul gives the analogy of music and concludes that as music without 
melody is useless (vss. 7-8), so is tongues without interpretation. 
_ * It seems that the Corinthians habitually spoke in tongues without the necessary 
interpretation. 
* Paul also points out that tongues is a sign for the unbelieving Jew (vss. 21-22) and as their 4 
regular assembly consisted of believers, they should place their emphasis on prophecy 
which was directed toward believers. 
* And if an unbeliever did visit, he would still benefit from the teaching (vs. 24). 
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_ D. CONCERNING THE RESURRECTION 15:1-58 


* Some of the Corinthians were denying that there would be a resurrection of the dead 
(15:12), but Paul points out that they had not seen the implications of that position 
because it led to denial of Christ's own resurrection and thus their very salvation. 


* 


He concludes that if this were true, and there was no life after death, then “we are of 
all men most to be pitied” (15:19), because the sacrifices made for Christ in this life 
would be for nothing. 


* 


Paul argues that Christ was raised and is actually the “first fruits” (vss. 20,23) of those 
who are asleep. 

Certainly, Christ was not the first to be raised from the dead. Elijah, Christ, Paul, etc. 
had raised people from the dead, but Christ was the first to be raised to a life that 


* 


knows no death,. and others would follow (vs. 23). 


* Certainly Christ's resurrection is the basis for our victory and our hope (vss. 51-58). 
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IV. CONCLUSION 16:1-24 
Paul concludes by dealing with several practical matters: 
A. GIVING 16:1-4 
 * Paul writes concerning the collection of money for the church in Jerusalem. He gives a guideline 
for giving on a regular basis on the first day of the week (16:2). 
B. PAUL'S VISIT 16:5-9 
Paul plans to visit them again and spend time ministering to them for an extended period. 
C. TREATMENT OF TIMOTHY AND APOLLOS 16:10-12 
2 He also deals with the Corinthians’ attitude towards Timothy and Apollos. 
_ * With all the divisions in the church it was certainly not easy to minister to this congregation. 
It is specifically stated that Apollos did not want to return (16:12) at least until the exhortations in 
this letter had been received and applied. 
* And one can assume that Timothy probably had similar concerns. Thus Paul exhorts the 


Corinthians to treat these men properly who are doing God's work. 
D. V CLES ISS AND SER OIL 16:13-24 


* 


* 


* 
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2 CORINTHIANS 
STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS 


_ STRENGTH IN WEAKNESS 


* Throughout the letter Paul turns upside down our natural expectations of the way life 
works. Contrary to the way the world and our own human hearts naturally function, 
God takes what is low, despised, and weak to accomplish his purposes. 

* Second Corinthians tells us that comfort comes through affliction (2 Cor. 1:3-7), 
sufficiency through insufficiency (3:1-6), life through death (4:7-15), blessing through 
suffering (6:3-10), salvation through grief (7:2-10), abundance through poverty (8:1- 
2,9, 14), and boasting through hardship (11:16-30). 

* Chapter 12 then gives the key principle: God’s “power is made perfect in weakness” 
(12:9). Weakness is not good in itself, yet it is God’s chosen means of displaying his 
grace and glory and power. 
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_ RECONCILIATION 


* Reconciliation. One of the main reasons Paul wrote 2 Corinthians was to emphasize 
the importance of reconciliation among believers. 

* Paul addresses the need for the Corinthians to reconcile with an estranged brother (2 
Cor. 2:5-11) as well as with Paul himself (7:2-16). 

* Indeed, to fail to reconcile is to be outwitted by Satan (2:11). 

* As believers face divisions across the global church as well as broken relationships 
closer to home, Paul's gentle exhortations to pursue restoration when possible are 


words worth remembering. 
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_ SERVANT LEADERSHIP 


* Servant leadership. 


* 


In both letters to the church at Corinth but especially in 2 Corinthians, Paul gives a 
powertul example of what it means to lead the body of Christ. 

Above all, Christian leaders are to do what Christ himself did: pour out their lives in self- 
giving love for the sake of others. 

While Christians in no way atone for sin as Christ did, we do spread the knowledge of that 
atonement in the way he did—through sacrificial love (2 Cor. 4:10-12). 

“If we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation” (1:6). 

“For what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as Lord, with ourselves as your 
servants for Jesus’ sake” (4:5). 

Servant leadership is not optional for the global church. 

It is not for some regions of the world but not for others. It is the high calling of all who 
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